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An ornithological walk of Veleslav WAHL

In memory of the ornithologist and hero

Hrdinové domu Na krasné vyhlidce

V tomto nadherném paléci na adrese Uvoz 13 sidli $védské velvyslanectvi uz od roku
1945. Prestoze se jedna o stavbu pomérné mladou, ma za sebou bohatou historii a stala
se domovem mnoha stateCnym a odvaznym osobnostem.

Prvni majitel domu JUDr. Josef Ruzi¢ka jej nechal postavit v roce 1928 pro svou
rodinu. Postavil se nacistickému rezimu, za coz zaplatil uvéznénim v koncentra¢nim
tabore Mauthausen a nasledné i zivotem. Jeho osud pripomina Stolperstein v dlazbé
pred budovou.

DalSim vyznamnym obyvatelem byl pak spisovatel a ornitolog, zet doktora Rizicky,
Veleslav Wahl. Odvazny muz, pro kterého pravda neznala kompromis a kterého v roce
1950 popravil komunisticky reZzim. Na fasadé velvyslanectvi jej pfipomina pamétni deska
Posledni adresa.

Svuj domov tu naslai Eliska Junkova, slavna automobilova zavodnice, jez se stala vzo-
rem zenské emancipace. Jeji jméno stoji dodnes napsané na jedné ze schranek.

Osud a odvaha téchto lidi nam kazdodenné pripominag, jakou vysadou je zivot ve
svobodé a v miru. Nasi demokracii vSak nemUizeme brat za danou véc. Musime neuinavné
pracovat na jejim udrzeni a chranit ji. Kazda jednotliva volba kazdého z nas se pocita.

Viktoria Li, Velvyslankyné Svédska v Praze

The Brave Residents of the Building
‘With the Beautiful View’

Since 1945 The Swedish Embassy has been located in the beautiful palace on Uvoz 13.
Although the building is comparatively new, it has a rich history and it has been a home to
many brave and courageous personalities.

The first owner, Josef RUzicka, built the house in 1928 for his family. He stood up
to the Nazi-regime and paid with his life after having been arrested and sent to the
Mauthausen concentration camp. He is commemorated with a Stolperstein in the
pavement outside the building.

Another inhabitant was the author and ornithologist, RUzi¢ka's son-in-law Veleslav Wahl.
He was a courageous man who refused to compromise with the truth, and in 1950 he was
executed by the Communist Regime. He is commemorated with a Last Address-plaque on
the facade.

The house was also home to Eliska Junkova, the famous automobile racer, who became
a role model for women’s emancipation. Her name is still on one of the letterboxes.

The faith and courage of these people remind us on a daily basis of how privileged
we are to live in peace and freedom. But our democracy cannot be taken for granted. We
must constantly work to uphold and protect it, and every individual choice matters.

Viktoria Li, Ambassador of Sweden to Prague

Ptaci na Havlove

Stehlik obecny (Carduelis carduelis)
Goldfinch

Konipas horsky (Motacilla cinerea)
Grey Wagtail

VSeobecné zndmy pestry pénkavovity ptdk
vyskytujici se od nizin az do podhuri.

Obyvatel rychleji tekoucich vod nejen
v horském prostredi, ale i pod hrdzemi

The well-known colourful bird from rybnikd a jinych vodnich nadrzi.

a finches family occuring from lowlands
to foothills.

The species occurs along water streams in

courses at dams and water reservoirs.

mountains as well as close to faster water

Obrazky jsou ze souboru 65 akvarelovych maleb ptaku, které namaloval mlady
Veleslav Wahl a ve formé dvou vazanych ,knih” o rozmérech 18 X 21 cm je vénoval
rodiné Havlové. Rodina Wahlova za valky navstévovala rodinu Havlovych na jejich
rodinném sidle ,Havlov” pobliz Tis3nova na Ceskomoravské vrchoviné. Wahlovy ob-
razky jsou cennym dokladem o sloZeni avifauny tamni podhorské krajiny ve 40. le-
tech minulého stoleti.

Za laskavé poskytnuti obrazk( dékujeme Prof. Ivanu M. Havlovi,
bratru presidenta Vaclava Havla.

The pictures are from a set of 65 watercolor
paintings of birds painted by young Veleslav

Wahl, and presented in the form of two bound A,,.{,_, bl fowl Verinint

18 X 21 cm books that he dedicated to the A e a0
Havel family. During the war, the Wahl family ; v
visited the Havel family at their ‘Havlov'family \‘*é SO i é“—«.«_

estate near TiSnov in the Bohemian-Moravian
Highlands. Wahl's pictures are valuable
evidence of the composition of the avifauna
of the local foothills in the 1940s.

With great thanks to Prof. lvan M. Havel, brother of President Vaclav Havel for
kindly lending these images for exhibition.

Vystava nese jméno po ornitologovi a predevsim vel-
mi statecném clovéku VELESLAVU WAHLQOVI, ktery Zil
v tomto domé (Uvoz 13). Vedle odborné prace se an-
gazoval také obcansky: za protinémeckou odbojo-
vou cinnost ziskal nékolik vyznamenani, mimo jiné
i Ceskoslovensky vale¢ny kfiz. Nesouhlasil v3ak s ko-
munistickou diktaturou; za protirezimni ¢innost byl
v roce 1950 popraven ve veku pouhych 28 let. Jeho
manzelka, sestra mého otce, Tatana Wahlova-Ruzickova
si odpykala v komunistické véznici trest 11 let.

Proto jsem pfisla s myslenkou vytvorit cyklus 4 in-
formacnich panel(, které by pfipomnély nejen jeho
smutny zivotni pfibéh, ale také ornitologickou praci.
Vyobrazeni a popisky by mély napomoci navstévnikiim
Prahy se seznamit se zdejSimi druhy ptaka.

Podékovani za spolupraci patii nejen ¢lentim Ceské
spolecnosti ornitologické, ktefi vytvorili podklady, ale
také vytvarnikiim, ktefi se na vzniku podileli. Dékuiji
také velvyslanectvi Svédska, které projekt podpofilo
a panely umistilo do Petfinskych sadu.

Na statecné lidi by se nemélo zapominat - Cest pa-
matce Veleslava Wahla.

Veleslav Wahl se svoji manzelkou
Tatdnou Wahlovou-Ruzickovou

Veleslav Wahl with his wife Tatana Wahlova-Ruzi¢kova

The exhibition bears the name of an ornithologist and
above all a very brave man, VELESLAV WAHL, who lived
in this house (Uvoz 13). In addition to his professional
work, his civic engagement is also important: he
received several honors for anti-nazi resistance activities,
including the Czechoslovak War Cross. He disagreed
with the Communist dictatorship as well. In 1950 he was
executed at the age of 28 for his anti-regime activities.
His wife, my father’s sister, Tatana Wahlova-Ruzickova,
served a 11-year sentence in a Communist prison.

My idea was to create a cycle of 4 information
panels that would remind not only the sad story of his
short life, but also his ornithological work. Illustrations
and descriptions should help Prague visitors to get
acquainted with the local bird species.

Thanks for the cooperation belong not only to
the members of the Czech Society for Ornithology,
who created the materials, but also to the artists who
participated in the creation. | would also like to thank
the Embassy of Sweden, who supported the project
and placed the exhibition panels in the Petfin Gardens.

Brave people should not be forgotten — honor his
memory.

Katerina Ebelovd-Ruzickovd, netef Veleslava Wahla

Katerina Ebelova-R0zi¢ckova — niece of Veleslav Wahl

Veleslav Wahl se narodil 15. kvétna 1922 v Praze

Jiz od mali¢ka projevoval zajem o pfi-
rodu, v ¢emz byl podporovan i otcem,
znamym prazskym pravnikem JUDr.
Veleslavem Wahlem.

Mistem jeho prvnich ornitologickych
pozorovani (jiz jako 15lety néktera z nich
uvefejnil v ¢asopise Ceskoslovensky or-
nitholog!) bylo nejblizsi okoli Bélé pod
Bezdézem, kde méla rodina Wahlovych
v polesi,Pankrac” vétsi hajovnu, kam se
sjizdéli i vyznamni Cinitelé prazského
spolecenského a kulturniho zivota. | zde
byl mlady Wahl postupné vtahovan do
politickych aktivit. Tyto aktivity zesilily po
roce 1942, kdy za ,heydrichiady” Némci
popravili jeho otce i stryce. Valku prec-
kal Veleslav Wahl v prazské Zoo, kam ho
na misto védeckého asistenta reditele
doporucil prof. Julius Komarek. A bylo
to také obdobi jeho nejvyssi publikacni
aktivity. Byl v uzkém kontaktu s vétSinou
nasich prednich ornitologU, prfedevsim
s Dr. W. Cernym, kterému dodaval sva
ornitologicka pozorovani a néktera s nim
spolecné i uverejnil v casopise Sylvia.
Navic udrzoval pisemny styk s fradou or-
nitologl v zahranici. Ani jeho naruGstajici
odbojova ¢innost (koncem valky uz velel
celé Zpravodajské brigadé o tfech vojen-
skych praporech, coz predstavovalo na
dva tisice muzl) mu nebranila v sesta-
vovani knihy “Prazské ptactvo”, ktera
vysla v roce 1944. Kniha o 270 stranach
vypovida o autoroveé vysoké odbornosti
a prehledu o soucasném ornitologickém
déni.V jeji prvni casti si vSima jednotli-
vych prazskych biotopu, vztahu ptak

ke ¢loveku a k velkoméstskému prostre-
di, problematiky ptaciho zpévu i prita-
hu ptakl Prahou. Druha - rozsahlejsi -
cast knihy si vS§ima jednotlivych ptacich
obyvatell Prahy. U kazdého druhu je
uveden strucny popis, prostredi, rozsi-
Feni v Cechach a vyskyt v Praze a okoli.
O uspéchu knihy vypovida skutecnost,
ze se hned v roce 1945 dockala druhého
vydani.

Ke konci valky se V. Wahl seznamil s ka-
pitdnem Jaromirem Nechanskym, ktery
byl v kvétnovém povstani vojenskym
povéfencem Ceské narodni rady; jeho
podpis je na kapitulacni listiné némecké
posadky z 8. kvétna 1945.V dobé kvétno-
vého povstani byl Wahl nejmladsim cle-
nem Ceské narodni rady, kde zastupoval
mladez. Po skonceni valky byl vyzname-
nan Ceskoslovenskym vale¢nym kfizem
1939 a dalSimi dvéma vyznamenanimi.

Po komunistickém prevratu v unoru
1948 se Wahl a mjr. Jaromir Nechansky
nesmirili s komunistickou diktaturou, pfri-
pravovali se proti ni bojovat a zacali or-
ganizovat sit 3. domaciho odboje. Stali
se vSak obéti provokace nacelnika kon-
trarozveédky a byli spolu s dalSimi zatCeni
a 16. Cervna 1950 popraveni.

A tak predcasné, nasilnou smrti, skon-
Cil zivot vskutku vyjimecné osobnosti,
ktera by jisté po radu let stala na jednom
z Celnich mist nasi ornitologie...

Portrét Veleslava Wahla (nahore)
Obadlka jeho knihy Prazské ptactvo (dole)

VYELESLAY WAHL
PRAZSKE
PTACTVO

Veleslav Wahl was born in Prague on May 15 1922

His interest in nature started at a young age and
was always supported by his father, the famous
Prague lawyer, Dr Veleslav Wahl.

His first ornithological observations took place
near Béla pod Bezdézem (as a 15-year-old, he
published his observations in the ‘Czechoslovak
Ornithologist’ magazine), where the Wahl family
owned a large gamekeeper’s lodge, at which
important figures of Prague’s social and cultural
life came together. There, the young Wahl was
gradually pulled into political activities. These
activities strengthened after 1942, during the so-
called Heydrich-times, when the Germans hung
his father and uncle.

Veleslav Wahl spent the war in the Prague Zoo,
where he became the scientific assistant of the Zoo
manager after being recommended by professor
Julius Komarek. This was also the period of his
highest publication activity. He was in close contact
with the majority of Czech best ornithologists,
especially with Doctor W. Cerny, to whom he
supplied his ornithological observations, some of
which they published together in journal Sylvia.

He also maintained relationships via written
correspondence with a number of foreign
ornithologists.

Not even his growing resistance activity (by
the end of the war, he had already commanded
the entire intelligence brigade of three military
flags, representing up to two thousand men)
could stop him from putting together his book
‘Prague Birds’, which was published in 1944,
The book of 270 pages testifies to the author’s high

Portrait of Veleslav Wahl (above)
Cover of his book Prague Birds (bottom)

expertise and awareness of current ornithological
events. The first part discusses various Prague
habitats, the relationships of birds to people
and the metropolitan environment, the issues
with bird singing and bird migration through
Prague.The second, more extent part of the book,
covers individual bird inhabitants in Prague. For
each species, there is a brief description of its
environment, distribution in the Czechia and
occurrence in Prague and its surroundings. The
success of the book is proved by the fact that in
1945, the second edition was published.

Atthe end of the war,V.Wahl met Captain Jaromir
Nechansky, who was a military commissioner of
the Czech National Council in the May uprising;
his signature is on the surrender list of the German
crew of May 8" 1945. During the May uprising, Wahl
was the youngest member of the Czech National
Council, in which he represented the youth. After
the war ended, he was awarded the Czechoslovak
Military Cross 1939 as well as two other awards.

After the Communist coup in February 1948,
Wahl and Major Jaromir Nechansky did not accept
the communist dictatorship. They prepared to
fight against it and began to organize a network
for the third domestic resistance. However, they
became the victims of the provocation of the Chief
of Counterintelligence, and together with others
they were arrested and executed on June 16™ 1950.

And so, prematurely, the violent death ended
the life of a truly exceptional personality who
would surely have been at the forefront of our
ornithology for many years to come.



ZVONEK ZELENY

Carduelis chloris

Pévec velikosti vrabce. V zimé Casty a neodbytny host u krmitek,
odkud zahdani mensi ptaky. Vyskytuje se v zahradach, parcich, na
hrbitovech a ve stromoradich. Ozyva se hlasem, ktery pfipomina
hlas kovového zvonku (odtud rodovy nazev ptaka —a nejen v ¢es-
ting), Casto zpiva i v letu, ktery v dobé toku pripomina let netopyra.
Nékteri nasi zvonci prezimuji az ve Stredomofi, vétsinou jsou vsak
stali. Zvonci, ktefi se u nas zdrzuji v zimé (u krmitek, zasypu atp.),
pochazeji vétsinou ze Skandinavie.

EUROPEAN GREENFINCH

A songbird the size of a sparrow. The Greenfinch is a common
winter visitor to bird feeders where it is able to chase other birds
away. The Greenfinch occurs in gardens, parks and cemeteries as
well as in hedgerows and tree lines. Its call sounds like a metal
bell which is reflected in the species’ Czech name. The Greenfinch
sings its more melodious song often while flying, which resembles
the flight of a bat. It is a partial migrant — some individuals from
the Czech breeding populations winter in the Mediterranean,
whilst the majority remain in their breeding areas. Greenfinches
wintering in Czechia also include individuals from northern Europe.

STRIZLIK OBECNY

Troglodytes troglodytes

Drobny, po kraliccich nds nejmensi ptak. Je hnédy s pficnym okro-
vym skvrnénim. Napadny je svou Cilosti a kratkym, ¢asto zdvize-
nym ocaskem. Vétsinou se prozradi ostrym a zvu¢nym varovnym
hlasem (,cerrrrr”) nebo dlouhou Svitofivou pisnickou. Zdrzuje se
nejcastéji v hustém a neprehledném prostredi (bfehové porosty,
vyvraty, zarostlé parezy,...). V téchto mistech dovedné ukryva
sva kulovita hnizda z mechu. Zivi se pfevazné hmyzem, zimuijici
ptaci pak dalsimi bezobratlymi, napf. drobnymi pavouky. Nasi
stfizlici jsou Castecné tazni (zimuji vétSinou ve Stredomofi), na
zimu k nam pfilétaji ptaci ze severnéji polozenych hnizdist.

NORTHERN WREN

One of the smallest European birds, the Wren is an inconspicuous
ochre-brownish in colour and is usually detected by its sharp alarm
call (‘tserrrrrrr’) or by a loud, complex song. Another characteristic
of this species is its short tail that is often raised vertically. It
prefers dense, bushy habitats often close to streams or rivers
where it builds its closed nest made of moss. Insects and other
invertebrates, incl. spiders constitute the main part of the Wren's
diet. In Czechia it is a partial migrant, with some individuals also
wintering in the Mediterranean. Wrens from northern parts of
Europe also winter in Czechia.

STRAKAPOUD VELKY

Dendrocopos major

Cernobile strakaty 3plhavec velikosti kosa. Samice ma ¢erné te-
meno i tyl, samec ma Cervenou skvrnu v tyle. Napadné je Cervené
zbarveni pod ocasem. Zije v lesich, sadech i zahradach. Hnizdni
dutinu si vysekava a vydlabava do kmenu stroma. Zivi se nejriiz-
néjsim hmyzem, pfedevsim jeho larvami. Casto se ozyva hlasitym
jako u jinych Splhavcd - vytvari vinovky. Nasi strakapoudi velci
jsou stali, v zimé pfilétaji i na krmitka, zvlasté pokud tam najdou
|0j nebo jiné tu¢né krmivo.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER

This woodpecker is roughly the same size as a Blackbird. The male
has a red patch on its crown, but this is absent on the female.
Red vents on the birds’flanks are also typical for the species. The
Great Spotted Woodpecker is common in forests, orchards, parks
and gardens where it excavates a breeding hole in tree trunks.
The species feeds mainly on the larvae of insects. Its call sounds

woodpeckers, the Great Spotted Woodpecker has an undulating
flight. It is a resident to Czechia and visits bird feeders in winter,
especially when fat-rich food is available.

KOS CERNY

Turdus merula

Pivodné plachy obyvatel lesniho prostfedi se z valné Casti pre-
stehoval k lidskym sidlim a stal se dnes jiz typickym obyvatelem
meést. Samci jsou celi Cerni s napadné Zlutym zobakem (v obdobi
hnizdéni), samice a mladi ptaci jsou prevazné hnédi s okrovym
skvrnénim. Kos stavi sva hnizda na stromech, kefich i na budo-
vach. Samci patii mezi nase nejlepsi zpévaky. Zivi se pfedevsim
hmyzem a dalSimi bezobratlymi, od konce |éta pak nejriiznéjsimi
bobulemi a jinymi duznatymi plody. Nasi lesni kosi jsou prevazné
tazni a odlétaji na zimu do jihozapadni Evropy, méstské populace
jsou zfejmeé z vétsi Casti stalé.

EURASIAN BLACKBIRD

The Blackbird, once a shy inhabitant of woods, has colonised
urban areas and become a typical bird of human settlements.
Females and juveniles are brown with ochre spots, while the males
are black with a contrasting yellow bill in a breeding season.The
song of the male Blackbird is one of man’s favourite bird songs.
The species builds its nest in trees, bushes and also in buildings
and other man-made structures. Insects and other invertebrates
predominate in the diet of the Blackbird, but from late summer
onwards berries and other fruits become more important. The
Blackbirds from Czechia migrate to winter in southwest Europe,
although the urban population are mostly resident all year round.
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PENICE CERNOHLAVA

Sylvia atricapilla

Znama rovnéz pod jménem Cernohlavek. Je velka zhruba jako
$tihlejsi vrabec. Cernou, ¢epi¢ku” maji pouze star$i samci — samice
a mladi ptaci maji,Cepicku” hnédou. Patfi k nasim nejlepsim zpé-
vakum. Obyva lesy s kefovym patrem, remizky, listnaté lesy, ale
i méstské parky, vétsi zahrady a sady — prosté mista, kde nachazi
nizsi kere, v nichZ hnizdi. Stavi si ledabylé hnizdo ze suchych tra-
vin s vpletenymi zamotky housenek. Zivi se hmyzem, na podzim
i malinami, bezinkami a plody krusiny olSové. Je jednim z mala
nasich ptaku, ktefi tahnou do Arabie a vychodni Afriky. Knam se
zpravidla vraci od pocatku dubna. V poslednich letech pfibyva
pfipadu, kdy muzeme ojedinélé pénice cernohlavé zastihnout
u nas v nizsich polohach i v zimé.

EURASIAN BLACKCAP

A common species slightly smaller in size than a House Sparrow.
The male is characterised by its distinctive ‘black cap;, which is
brown on females and young birds. It occurs in woodlands, parks
and gardens with bushy vegetation where it builds its nest. The
Blackcap’s song is rich and, along with the Blackbird’s, is one of
man’s favourite bird songs. It feeds on insects and during late
summer and autumn also on various berries. Blackcaps from
Czechia migrate mostly to the Mediterranean basin butin recent
years some individuals have been wintering in the Czech lowlands.

BUDNICEK MENSI
Phylloscopus collybita

Ptak podstatné drobnéjsi a Stihlejsi nez vrabec, prevazné sedo-
zelené zbarven. Obyva veskeré lesy s podrostem, hlavné okraje
a paseky. Zastihneme ho v nejriiznéjsich kifovinach. Jeho zpév
je vSeobecné znamé a jednoduché ,cilp-calp, cilp-calp®. Budni-
cek mensi si stavi tésné pri zemi kulovité hnizdo s postrannim
vchodem, které pfipomina,boudicku” ¢i,budku” — odtud cesky
rodovy nazev budni¢ek. Zivi se nejriznéjsim drobnym hmyzem,
na sklonku léta paki rozlicnymi bobulemi, z nichz ziskava energii
na cestu do zimovist. Nasi budnicci mensi prezimuji ve Stredomofi
a v severni Africe. K nam se vraceji na pfelomu brezna a dubna.

COMMON CHIFFCHAFF

This species, smaller than House Sparrow and inconspicuously
greenish grey, lives in woodlands with bushes, particularly at
forest edges and clearings. Its typical song ‘chiff-chaff, chiff-chaff’
gives the species its name. It builds a ball-like nest hidden close
to the ground. Chiffchaffs feed on insects, in late summer and
in the autumn also on berries which provide it with the energy
needed for its migration. Chiffchaffs from Czechia winter in the
Mediterranean as well as North Africa and return to their breeding
grounds in late March -early April.

llustrace: Jan Hosek




SYKORA MODRINKA

Parus caeruleus

Ptak mensi a Stihlejsi nez vrabec. Po sykore konadre druha nej-
hojnéjsi nase sykora. Hnizdi v dutinach stromu i v jinych dutinach
a polodutinach, rada obsazuje ptaci budky. Jeji zpév (,cici-cirrr”)
zni jemné a mile — neni vsak pfilis hlasity. Pri sbéru nejcastéjsi
potravy — hmyzu - obratné Splha a dovede se zavésit i na nejten-
¢i koncové vétévky stromu a kefl. Na sklonku |éta a na podzim
nepohrdne nejriznéjsSimi semeny a bobulemi. V zimé se Casto
objevuje spolu se sykorou konadrou u krmitek. Staly, z casti tazny
ptak zimuijici ve Stredomoti.

EURASIAN BLUETIT

The BlueTitis smaller than a House Sparrow and together with the
Great Tit is the most common Tit species in Czechia. It breeds in
tree hollows incl. nest boxes. Its subtle song ‘tsitsi-tsirrrr " is rather
soft. Blue Tits feed mostly on insects, skilfully catching them in
trees and bushes. In late summer and autumn it also eats berries
and seeds, and is a regular visitor to bird feeders during the win-
ter. Blue Tits in Czechia are partial migrants — some individuals
are winter residents, others migrate to the Mediterranean.

SYKORA KONADRA

Parus major

Jeden z nasich nejhojnéjsich a nejznaméjsich ptaku. Je velka jako
vrabec. Vyskytuje se u nas témér vsude od nizin az do hor. Hnizdi
v ruznych dutinach a polodutinach, s oblibou v ptacich budkach.
Zpév je pronikavé zvonivé,cicibe-cicibe-pink” ¢asto opakované. Zivi
se hlavné hmyzem, dale rovnéz olejnatymi semeny a nejriiznéjsimi
plody. Obratné Splha ve vétvich, potravu casto vyhledava na zemi.
V zimé se rada stahuje ke krmitkim. Néktefi nasi ptaci zalétavaji na
zimu az do Italie a Francie, u nas se naopak casto objevi sykory ko-
nadry ze severovychodni Evropy, dokonce az z Povolzi.

GREATTIT

The GreatTit is one of the most common and best-known birds in
Czechia.The size of House Sparrow, it occurs almost everywhere
from lowlands to mountains. It breeds in tree hollows as well as
in nest boxes. Its song is a strident ‘tsitsibe-tsitsibe-pink) often
repeated several times. Insects are the main food of this species,
along with seeds and fruits. The Great Tit obtains its food in trees
and also on the ground. It is a common visitor at winter bird
feeders. Some individuals from Czechia migrate to Italy or France,
while birds from northern and eastern Europe appear during the
winter here.

SOJKA OBECNA

Garrulus glandarius

VSeobecné znamy ptak velikosti stihlejsiho holuba. Ostrazita,straz-
kyné lesa” - svym pronikavym varovnym kfikem upozornuje na
nebezpedi. V posledni dobé se nastéhovala do mést; jeji hlavni
potravou je sice nejrizné;jsi hmyz, plzi a lesni plody, ale dovede
plenit hnizda mensich druht ptaka. Kromé drsného varovani,rérc”
se ozyva mnoukavym ,hijéh’, které je nékdy sotva rozeznatelné
od hlasu kané lesni. Na podzim se zdrzuje rada v dubovych lesich,
kde si vytvari zasoby na zimu - schovava do travy a mechu jed-
notlivé zaludy. Proto byvala také nékdy nazyvana,zakladatelkou
doubrav’, nebot vsechny zasoby nikdy nedohleda. Prelétavy ptak,
v zimé se u nas objevuji sojky ze severovychodu.

EURASIAN JAY

The Jay is a well-known bird the size of a smaller pigeon. It is called
the ‘warden of a forest’ due to its harsh alarm call signalling the
approach of a potential threat. The species has in recent years
colonised urban areas in Czechia. It feeds on insects, molluscs or
fruits, but is also a predator of other birds’ nests. Apart from its
alarm call, the Jay can be heard calling ‘hieee) which is very similar
to the call of a Buzzard. In the autumn, Jays prefer oak forests
where they make caches of acorns for winter time. Because of
this habit Jays have been called the ‘founders of oak forests’ (as
they usually never find all their acorns that they’ve hidden in their
hoards). The Jay is a partial migrant; individuals seen in winter time
in Czechia are likely to have come from north-eastern Europe.

PENKAVA OBECNA

Fringilla coelebs

Jeden z nadich nejrozsirenéjsich ptakd — zastihneme ho od nizin az
do hor, pokud tam rostou jesté stromy Ci vzrostlejsi kefe, na nichz
stavi sva hnizda. Hnizdo je na ptaka velikosti vrabce pomérné malou
stavbou ze stébel, vldken a mechu, vzdy ozdobené bélavymi kousky
lisejnikd. Samec ma modrosedy vrch hlavy a bilé ,lopatky”, samice
pfipomina vrabce. Pénkavy obecné obyvaji parky a zahrady i uvnitf
velkych mést. Zivi se nejriznéjsimi semeny a hmyzem. Nase pénkavy
jsou z valné Casti tazné: prezimuji prevazné v jihozapadni Evropé.

COMMON CHAFFINCH

The Chaffinch is a widespread and common species across the
country. It occurs from lowland to mountains, wherever it finds
trees or bushes available for nesting, it is also common in the parks
and gardens of urban areas. Its nest is rather small, made from
straw and moss, decorated by pale pieces of lichen.The male has
a blue-grey crown, rusty red breast and white wing-bars, whilst
the female resembles a House Sparrow. Chaffinches feed on seeds
and insects. Czech populations are mostly migratory: they spend
the winter in south-western Europe.

HRDLICKA ZAHRADNI

Streptopelia decaocto

Sedohnédy pték stihlejsi nez holub. Na rozdil od pfibuzné hrdli¢ky
divoké neni u nas pavodnim druhem: rozsitila se k nam z Balkanu
(proto se ji také nékdy rika hrdlicka balkanska) teprve po druhé
sveétové valce. Nyni ji zastihneme jiz po celé Evropé. Hnizdi dvakrat
az trikrat do roka. Hnizdo je plocha kupka vétvicek umisténa na
stromech i na budovach. Za toku vyléta Sikmo do vyse a plachti
doll s roztazenymi k¥idly. Ozyva se hlasitym tfislabi¢nym,,gu-gu-
-gug”. Je to staly ptak.

EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE

The Collared Dove is brown-grey, the size of a slender pigeon. It
has colonised central Europe from Balkans in the period after WWII
(and is therefore sometimes called the Balkan Dove). Nowadays the
species is common across Europe, mostly in urban areas. Collared
Doves breed up to three-times per year. Its nest is a simple pile of
branches in trees or buildings. Its display when gliding on open
wings is another characteristic of the species. Its call sounds like
‘g00-goo-goog. The Collared Dove is a resident.

VRABEC DOMACI

Passer domesticus

Svou pfibuznost ke snovaclim uz prozradi jen zfidka, kdyz mame
Stésti spatfit jeho kulovité rozcuchané hnizdo postavené v koruné
stromu. Vétsinou vsak hnizda ukryva pod strechami domu a v nej-
riznéjsich Stérbinach a polodutinach. Mladata krmi pfevazné hmy-
zem, jinak se zivi rozmanitou stravou. Dfive — v dobég, kdy jich bylo
mnohem vice — Skodili vrabci poziranim obili. Jejich pocCetnost se
vsak v posledni dobé vyrazné snizila a z nékterych mist, napf. ze
stredu vétsich mést, zmizeli Uplné. Na venkové, zvlasté tam, kde se
mohou pfizivit s dribezi, se s nimi mizeme stale setkavat. Vrabci
domaci jsou stali ptaci.

HOUSE SPARROW

The shape of its rounded nest, found in trees, suggests that the
House Sparrow is a close relative of African weavers. However, as
its name suggests, House Sparrows’ nests in trees are extremely
rare nowadays. The House Sparrow usually builds its nest under
roofs and in other hollows found in buildings. The species is
omnivorous but chicks are fed mostly with insects. In the past,
when the House Sparrow population in Czechia was much higher,
the species was considered as a pest because of its feeding on
grains. However, its population has declined in Czechia in recent
years and the species has disappeared completely from certain
areas (e.g. the centres of larger cities). Sparrows are still present
in villages, particularly in places where people keep free-ranging
poultry. The House Sparrow is a resident species in Czechia.
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VRABEC POLNI

Passer montanus

Mirné Stihlejsi nez vrabec domaci. Obé pohlavi jsou na rozdil od
vrabce domaciho stejné zbarvena: maji hnédé temeno hlavy.
Hojné se vyskytuje v sadech, zahradach, parcich, silnicnich stro-
moradich a na dalSich podobnych mistech.V posledni dobé pro-
nika stale blize ke stfedlim mést. Hnizdi v nejriznéjsich dutinach
i v ptacich budkach. Zivi se semeny, poupaty, ovocem i hmyzem,
kterého v dobé krmeni mladat spotiebuje znacné mnozstvi. Na
podzim se shlukuje do hejn a potuluje s jinymi ptaky na polich
a jejich okrajich, pokud jsou tam vhodné kere.

EURASIAN TREE SPARROW

Tree Sparrow is slightly smaller than its close relative, the House
Sparrow. The species is found in orchards, gardens, fields and
parks, but in recent years has also started inhabiting the centres
of human settlements. It breeds in tree hollows as well as nest
boxes. Unlike the House Sparrow, both sexes have the same
plumage and are noticeable by their brown facial markings.
Seeds, buds and fruits predominate in the diet of Tree Sparrow,
however chicks are fed with insects. In the autumn, the species
congregates in flocks and roams farmland, hiding in hedgerows
and bushes when needed.

STRAKA OBECNA

Pica pica

Znamy Cernobily ptdk s kovovym leskem, napadny svym dlou-
hym stupnovitym ocasem. U nas plvodné obyvatel roztrousené
zelené v polni a lu¢ni krajing, v poslednich letech se nastéhoval
do lidskych sidel véetné nejvétsich mést. Stavi si hnizda vétsSinou
vysoko v korundch stromd; tyto na pohled ledabylé stavby z r(iz-
nych vétvi a vétvicek maji hnizdni kotlinku zpevnénou blatem
a jsou opatreny stfiskou z vétvicek. Straky jsou vsezravci: Zivi se
larvami hmyzu, plZi, Cervy i drobnymi obratlovci. Jsou to stali ptaci.

EURASIAN MAGPIE

This well-known species is instantly recognisable by its contrasting
black and white plumage and long tail. Originally the Magpie
was a typical species of sparsely wooded farmland but in recent
decades it has very successfully colonised urban areas, including
the centres of large cities. The Magpie’s nest is made of branches
and is located high in tree crowns. The nest is fortified inside with
dry mud and has a roof from branches. The Magpie is omnivorous:
it feeds on the larvae of insects, molluscs, worms and small
vertebrates. The species is resident in Czechia.

CERVENKA OBECNA

Erithacus rubecula

VSeobecné znamy ptak s cihlové ¢ervenou naprsenkou. Zpiva
libozvuéné ¢asto dlouho po setméni. Zije v lesich, zahradach
i parcich, nejradéji ve strzich, Uvozech a u potoku. Potravu sbira
prfevazné na zemi, kde pobiha a poskakuje s ponékud poklesly-
mi kfidly. Hnizdi skryté v riznych polodutinach, ¢asto ve svazich
pfikopl podél lesnich cest. Mladata nemaiji oranzovou hrud: jsou
na hnédém podkladé okrové skvrnita. Nase Cervenky tdhnou do
Stfedomofri, nékteré vsak zlistavaji a v zimeé se misi s Cervenkami
ze severu, které u nas zimuji. Jednotlivi ptaci ¢asto navstévuiji
krmitka, kde hledaji potravu prevazné na zemi.

EUROPEAN ROBIN

This well-known species is famous for its red breast. Its melancholic
song can be heard mainly after sunset in forests, gardens and
parks, where it prefers shady, damp spots. Robins collect their
food mostly on the ground. They also nest on the ground, in
semi-open hollows, often on slopes. Juvenile birds lack the red
breast of adults and are dullish brown, marked with ochre spots.
Robins from Czechia migrate to the Mediterranean, although
some individuals are resident and mix with Robins from northern
parts of Europe, which winter in Czechia. Some individuals visit
bird feeders in winter, where they try to collect leftovers lying on
the ground.

MLYNARIK DLOUHOOCASY

Aegithalos caudatus

Drobny ptak s dlouhym ocaskem, s podobnym chovanim jako nase
sykory. Zije v parcich s kiovinatym podrostem a na okrajich lesg.
Stavi si kulovita hnizda s postrannim vchodem, odchovava deset
i dvanact mladat. Rodiny se pak drzi pohromadé az do predjafi,
prozradi se pfijemné znégjicim Svitofenim. Patfi mezi pravidelné
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jsou stali ptaci.

LONG-TAILED TIT

A long tail is a characteristic for this small relative of other tits.
It lives in parks with undergrowth and at forest edges. The
Long-tailed Tit is famous for its closed round nests, where it can
raise up to 10-12 chicks. Once the young leave the nest, Long-tailed
Tit families stay together until early spring of the following year.
The Long-tailed Titis a regular visitor to bird feeders where it seeks
fatty pieces of food. The species is resident in Czechia.

HOLUB HRIVNAC

Columba palumbus

Je statné;jsi nez holub domaci; z ptivodné divokého lesniho holuba
se v prubéhu posledniho Ctvrtstoleti stal napadnym méstskym
ptakem, kde obyva parky a zahrady. Stavi si velmi ,fidké” hnizdo
na stromech a snasi dvé bila vejce, zpravidla dvakrat ro¢né. Zivi
se nejriznéjsimi semeny, pokud muze, zaletuje je sbirat do poli.
Na sklonku léta se hfivnaci shlukuji do hejn, ktera sméruji na zi-
movisté do jihozapadni Evropy. V poslednich letech néktefi tito
holubi zUistavaji u nas pres zimu.

COMMON WOODPIGEON

The Woodpigeon is slightly bigger than a domestic pigeon.
Originally a bird of woodlands, the Woodpigeon has in recent
years also become resident in Czech towns and cities, where it is
found in parks and gardens. It lays two white eggs in its simple
nest, which is located in trees and sometimes buildings. The
Woodpigeon breeds twice a year. It feeds on seeds, collecting
them often in farmland. At the end of summer, Woodpigeons
congregate in flocks and leave to winter in south-western of
Europe. Recently, some individuals have begun to stay in Czechia
all year round.

DLASK TLUSTOZOBY

Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Nas nejvétsi pénkavovity ptak s mohutnym kuzelovitym zobakem,
jimz dokaze rozlousknout i ta nejtvrdsi semena. Zije ve svétlych
listnatych lesich a vétsich zahradach, hnizdi vétSinou vysoko na
stromech.V hnizdni dobé neni pfilis napadny, v zimé rad navste-
vuje krmitka, kde dava prednost semenim slunecnice. Jsou to
vétsinou dlaskové ze severnégji polozenych hnizdist; nasi dlaskové
jsou tazni a zimu travi prevazné ve Stfedomoi.

HAWFINCH

The Hawfinch is the largest member of the finch family to be found
in Czechia. Its heavy bill is used to crack open hard seeds, which
constitute an important part of its diet. The Hawfinch prefers
broad leaved forests and larger gardens, where it builds its nest
high in the canopy. It is rather inconspicuous during the breeding
season but is to be easily observed in winter time when it visits
bird feeders. Sunflower seeds are the favourite food items there.
Hawfinches visiting the bird feeders in winter time are those
who come from northern areas: the Czech breeding populations
migrate and spend the winter in the Mediterranean.

Embassy of Sweden
Prague
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